
Summer School 2021 
 
Impact report 
A five-day summer school was offered to all rising Year 7 students (203 in total) from Thursday 22-
Wednesday 28 July 8.30am-3.05pm. The summer school was based on the academy site and made 
good use of a range of rooms and spaces to help students familiarise themselves with the building.  

The summer school aimed to support students with the transition from primary to secondary school, 
and to aid educational recovery following COVID-19, both academically and in terms of wellbeing. 

 

Attendance 
A particular effort was made to engage more vulnerable students, identified during primary transition 
visits. Parents of these students were contacted to address any concerns and encourage participation.  

Attendance per day was as follows: 

Day 22 July 2021 23 July 2021 26 July 2021 27 July 2021 28 July 2021 
Total no. of 
students in 
attendance 

156 162 162 162 167 

 

Parents of students who were absent each day were contacted by telephone. The most common 
reasons given were cases of Covid-19, having to self-isolate or other illness.  

 

Structure 
The students attended an assembly at the start of each day and a celebration event at the end of the 
week.  

Breakfast was provided for all students each day. Hot food or sandwiches were available to purchase 
for lunch and lunch was provided for students eligible for Free School Meals. 

The sessions were delivered by the academy’s teaching staff and supported by teaching assistants and 
the pastoral team.  

Day 22 July 2021 23 July 2021 26 July 2021 27 July 2021 28 July 2021 

 
 
 

Subject 

English Science Art/DT Spanish/Science DT/Art 

Humanities Spanish ICT Humanities/ 
English 

PE 

Business DT PE ICT/ PE ICT 

Maths English Place2Be 
workshop/ 

Team building 

Hezron Brown 
presentation 

English/ 
Science 

 



Student Feedback 
Feedback was sought from students on Wednesday 28 July, the final day of the summer school. 

Students identified their favourite parts of the summer school to have been: 

• The Hezron Brown presentation 
• Team building 
• Science 
• ICT 
• PE 
• Art 

 

Student comments 
‘Spanish was my favourite because I get to learn a different language’ 

‘Hezron’s talk was very inspirational’ 

‘I don’t think anything should be changed’ (for next year) 

‘I enjoyed the experiments in Science, as we didn’t do that primary school’ 

‘You should book Hezron again for next year’ 

 

Parent comments 
‘My son really enjoyed summer school and has already made some new friends’.  

‘(name) was nervous about starting the academy. Summer school has made them feel more 
comfortable in the school and given them the opportunity to meet their tutor’.  

‘Thank you for your support with (name). She feels less anxious about starting in September’.   

‘Thank you for your email. (Name) has really enjoyed his time at summer school and is looking forward 
to September.’  

 

Staff feedback 
‘Summer school has given me an opportunity to meet with our SEND students and observe them in 
the classroom.’ (SENCO) 

‘Being able to teach the students before they start has given us an insight into their prior language 
learning.’  

‘I have enjoyed meeting the members of my PT and I am looking forward to getting to know them 
better in September.   

‘It has been helpful to work with (name) during summer school and begin to form a relationship with 
him, as I now feel better prepared to support him in September.’ (Teaching assistant) 

 

 



Conclusions/next steps 
The summer school programme was successful and achieved its aims of supporting Year 7 transition 
both academically and in terms of wellbeing. 

The curriculum was varied and successfully engaged students, whilst also providing them with an 
introduction to our routines and expectations. 

The assemblies at the start of each day provided an opportunity to deliver important PSHE and 
safeguarding messages. The celebration ceremony at the end of the week helped to create a sense of 
community and ensured the students left with a clear understanding of the Sandwell Academy ethos.  

Team building activities enabled students to form new friendships and develop their social skills and 
the workshop on mental health and wellbeing, delivered by Place2Be, provided strategies to help 
students adapt to the expectations and routines of the academy. 

Anecdotal evidence points to young people’s mental health having suffered from lockdown and from 
periods of isolation and staff were able to identify students who may benefit from additional support 
for their mental health and wellbeing. A number of referrals were made to Place2Be following summer 
school, which allowed counselling to begin promptly in September.  

Good relationships were formed between SEND students and staff, which has eased the transition for 
these students.  

If finances permit, there is a strong argument for re-booking Hezron Brown in summer 2022. 

 

Cost of operating the summer school 
 

Facilities/food/resources £18,247.92 
Teaching staff  £31,173.15 
Support staff £7,930.00 
Total cost of summer school  £49,421.07 
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